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GCOS Lead Center, NCDC Activities
September 1, 2005 – September 31, 2006

I.  Monitor Station Activity and Established Contact -137 stations in 50 countries
A.  Email – Done 
B.  Fax contact – still waiting for responses.
C.  Telephone - Language barrier has delayed contact.

II.  Identify Databases that contain GCOS information
A.   GHCN – Global Historic Climate Network
B.   GSOD – Global Summary of Day
C.   ISH/ISD – Integrated Surface Hourly / Integrated Surface Data
D.  GCOS / GSN - Global Climate Observation System / Global Surface Network.
E.  GUAN – Global Upper Air Network
F.  IGRA – Integrated Global Radiosonde Archive

III.  Designed and Developed some Inventories to consolidate information:
A.  Built a composite station list
B.  Built / Obtained Station Inventories– composite detailed station inventories 

(month/element) for several databases (GHCN, GSOD, IGRA, ISH/ISD)
C.  Developing a Microsoft Access Application with

1.  Several Standard Queries – In progress
2.  Create Forms for Station Inventory Retrieval – Planned
3.  Create Reports  to Display Inventory information - Planned



GCOS Lead Center, NCDC Activities
Since August 1, 2005 (Continued)

III. Attended 1st Annual Lead Center Coordination/Training Meeting in Geneva, Switzerland to:

A.  Establish initial geographical areas of responsibility for each Lead Center.
1.   Asia East – Mr. Hiroshi Nakamigawa, Japanese Met. Agency, (Eastern Asian countries, 

Philippines) 
2.  Asia West – Ms. Mina Jabbari, Iranian Met. Service (WesternAsian Block countries and

Middle East)
3.  North Africa – Rashid Sabbari, Moroccan Met.  Service (North African countries)
4.  Pacific Islands – Phil Alford, Australian Bureau of Meteorology (all pacific Islands excluding

Philippines and Hawaiian Islands.)
5.  North and South America, Eastern Europe, Antarctica, rest of the World – Larry Nicodemus

B.  Agreed that additional Lead Centers were needed for:
1.   Central and Southern Africa
2.   South America – Chilean Met Service. 
3.  Western Europe –Western European Block countries In progress
4.  Antarctica –UK Met Office.

C.  Defined guide lines for each Lead Center’s activities.

D.  Develop a set of recommendations designed to assist the Lead Centers in accomplishing their
objectives.



GCOS Lead Center, NCDC Activities
September 1, 2005 – September 31, 2006

IV.  Future Activities:
A.  Continue to monitor station data reporting activity and assist in

improving station  reporting.
B.  Maintain / update useful reports for Lead Center use.
C.  Consult with and assist other Lead Center personnel in obtaining

other useful reports.
D.  Attend next annual Lead Center coordination/training meeting.
E.  Coordinate and/or implement any requested actions needed to

make Lead Center activities easier and better



Specific Geographic Areas of 
Responsibility

• RA I northern parts (northern Africa) - Moroccan Meteorological Service:
Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Sudan, Tunisia, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, 
Cote d'Ivoire, Gambia, Guiana, Guiana Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Togo, Cameroon, Equatorial Guiana, Central African Republic, Republic of Congo, Gabon, 
Sao Tomé-et-Príncipe, Chad, Madagascar

• RA I southern parts (central and southern Africa – Southern African Development 
Community [SADC] countries) 

• - contact person/NMHS to be decided (South Africa?)
• RA II eastern parts (GSN data only) - Japanese Meteorological Agency:

China, Mongolia, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Myanmar, Laos, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Brunei

• RA II western parts -Iranian Meteorological Service:
Afganistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, India, Iran, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, 
Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, United 
Arab Emirates, Yemen

• RA III (South America) - contact person/NMHS to be decided (Chile?)
• RA IV (North America) plus Hawaiian Islands -US National Climatic Data Centre
• RA V (Southwest Pacific, Australia, New Zealand, PNG, Indonesia) less Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Singapore: Australian Bureau of Meteorology
• RA VI (Europe) - contact person/NMHS to be decided (France?)
• Antarctica - contact person/NMHS to be decided (possibly representatives from Chile or British 

Antarctic Survey, covering Antarctica).



Microsoft Access Database Tables



Microsoft Access Station 
Metadata Table



Microsoft Access Database 
Inventory Table



Microsoft Access Station 
Query Table
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